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SYLLABUS LINKS

Outcomes – a student:

• analyses the effect of interactions and connections between people, places and environments 

GE5-3

• assesses management strategies for places and environments GE5-5

• acquires and processes geographical information by selecting and using appropriate and 

relevant geographical tools for inquiry GE5-7

• communicates geographical information to a range of audiences using a variety of strategies 

GE5-8



SYLLABUS LINKS

Content

• Urban settlement patterns - Students:

• investigate differences in urban settlement patterns between Australia and another country, 

for example: (ACHGK055)

• examination of urban settlements to determine patterns of concentration

• explanation of factors influencing urban concentration eg climate and topography, transportation 

networks, land use or perceptions of liveability

• assessment of the consequences of urban concentrations on the characteristics, liveability and 

sustainability of places 



SYLLABUS LINKS

• Australia’s urban future - Students:

• investigate the management and planning of Australia’s urban future, for example: 

(ACHGK059)Sustainability 

• discussion of the implication of population forecasts for the future growth and sustainability of 

urban places

• explanation of strategies used to create economically, socially and environmentally sustainable urban 

places

• proposal of ways for individuals and communities to contribute to a sustainable urban future



SYLLABUS LINKS - SKILLS

• Acquiring geographical information

• collect, select, record and organise relevant data and geographical information, using ethical protocols, from a variety of appropriate primary data and 

secondary information sources (ACHGS064, ACHGS073)

• Processing geographical information

• represent the spatial distribution of geographical phenomena on maps that conform to cartographic conventions, using spatial technologies as appropriate 

(ACHGS066, ACHGS075)

• evaluate multi-variable data and other geographical information using qualitative and quantitative methods and digital and spatial technologies as 

appropriate to make generalisations and inferences, propose explanations for patterns, trends, relationships and anomalies, and predict outcomes 

(ACHGS067, ACHGS076)

• apply geographical concepts to synthesise information from various sources and draw conclusions based on the analysis of data and information, taking 

into account alternative perspectives (ACHGS068, ACHGS077)

• Communicating geographical information

• present findings, arguments and explanations in a range of appropriate communication forms selected for their effectiveness and to suit audience and 

purpose, using relevant geographical terminology and digital technologies as appropriate (ACHGS070, ACHGS079)



WHERE ARE WE?

Oblique aerial photograph of Central and South Albury



THURGOONA

Satellite image – google 

maps



AIMS

• To embed fieldwork into students study of their local community

• To develop students skills – both geographical and analytical

• To create a fieldwork based unit that was assessable for non-Geography based teachers

• To create a low cost fieldwork based unit

• To connect with our local community



WHAT WE DID?

2019 Year 9 Geography  
Assessment Task 1 

 
Unit:     Changing Places 
Due Date:     
Weighting:    50% 
Raw mark:     /30 
Topic:     Albury’s urban future 
Nature of task: Geographical Investigation: Research, fieldwork and 

presentation 
Submission requirements: Hand-in submission - at the beginning of your first 

Geography lesson in Week 8. 



Task: 
 
In class, we have been investigating urbanisation. In this assignment, you will conduct and 
present fieldwork on Albury’s processes of urbanisation and related issues. Some of your 
findings will be discussed during class-time and compared to Australia, as a whole, and 
selected international case studies. You will be guided through some fieldwork tasks in class, 
you will also have the opportunity to develop some fieldwork tasks independently and 
conduct them in your own time. You will then use your fieldwork as the basis of a written 
report Albury’s growth and development. 
 
Any surveys undertaken must be undertaken in person – no electronic surveys allowed 
 
The following three inquiry questions will guide your research and final project 
 
Inquiry questions 
1. What is Albury’s urban settlement pattern?  
2. Why do people move to and from Albury?  
3. How is Albury’s urban settlement managed and what are the long-term plans for 

Albury?  
 

 
Findings must be presented as 
 

• A fieldwork portfolio – containing all fieldwork tasks completed with a 1 paragraph 
evaluation of the insights gained 

• A written report  - 500 word  



CHALLENGES

• Students formulating their own inquiry questions

• Ability of students first semester compared with to second semester 

• Students resistant at first – couldn’t just google respond

• Selecting an appropriate presentation method – this year insisted on universal report 

format – allowed for scaffolding for students with ILP more easily than other means to 

present



HOW WE DID IT

• Localised fieldwork task

• Guest speakers – town planner Albury City Council, local environmental action group

• Teacher-guided analysis

• What have you observed/notice

• Positives and Negatives

• Implications for management – social, economic and environmental



LINE DRAWING

• Line drawing



TRAFFIC SURVEY



TRANSECT –VIRTUAL FIELDWORK



LANDUSE SURVEY



INDEPENDENT FIELDWORK - SURVEYS



COMMUNICATION

• Websites

• Multimedia

• Oral presentation

• Strategic plan for Albury’s future development

• Fieldtrip report – scaffold provided for students with ILP



SAMPLE OF STUDENTS WORK

• https://changing-places.my-free.website/fieldwork

https://changing-places.my-free.website/fieldwork


FIELDTRIP REPORT

Yr 9 Geography Fieldtrip Report Guidelines 
Through completing your fieldwork tasks you should have some insights into the following 
inquiry questions 
 
1. What is Albury’s urban settlement pattern?  
 
2. How is Albury’s urban settlement managed and what are the long-term plans for 

Albury? Here you can consider what is being managed well and what areas need to be 
managed better 

 
Now you need to develop your analysis into a written response. In Geography a key 
method for communicating findings is through the report format. 
 
In the report format you must use sub-heading to organise your ideas, some other 
features include 

• Using dot points where appropriate 
Including graphs, maps, photographs, sketches where appropriate 



FIELDTRIP REPORT GUIDELINES

Some ideas for sub-headings in this report include 
1. Introduction 
2. Overview of fieldwork undertake 
3. Albury’s settlement patterns 
4. Effective management of Albury’s urban settlement 
5. Problems associated with Albury’s urban settlement 
6. Long-term plans for Albury’s urban settlement 

 
The word limit for the fieldwork report is 500 words 



Fieldtrip Report – Urban Growth in Albury/Thurgoona - SCAFFOLD 

Work through the following tasks to complete you fieldtrip report on Albury/Thurgoona’s urban 

development – if you complete all of these sections your fieldtrip report will be complete. 

1. Introduction 

Albury is located _________________________. It has a population of ____________________. 

Thurgoona is located _____________________________. It is Albury’s key growth area and this 

can be seen in ______________________________. 

 

2. Overview of fieldwork undertake 

The fieldwork that has been undertaken in this study of urban development includes; 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

The following guest speaker also assisted in this study 

1. _________________________ from ____________________________________ 



1. Albury’s settlement patterns 

The line drawing shows _________________________________________________ 

The transect shows _____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

The landuse map shows _________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Therefore these fieldwork tasks show the main forms of landuse in Thurgoona are 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Effective management of Albury’s urban settlement 

Some of the POSITIVES associated with how land is used in Albury and Thurgoona 

include _______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

LOOK AT THE ANALYSIS OF YOUR LINE DRAWING, TRANSECT AND LANDUSE MAP TO 

FIND POSITIVES THAT YOU HAVE LISTED 

 

3. Problems associated with Albury’s urban settlement 

Some of the NEGATIVES associated with how land is used in Albury and Thurgoona 

include _______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

LOOK AT THE ANALYSIS OF YOUR LINE DRAWING, TRANSECT, TRAFFIC SURVEY AND 

LANDUSE MAP TO FIND NEGATIVES THAT YOU HAVE LISTED 

 

4. Long-term plans for Albury’s urban settlement 

In the future Albury City Council plans to develop Thurgoona by _______________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 



SAMPLE OF WORK



SAMPLE OF MODIFIED TASK



MY ‘TAKEAWAYS’

• Students engagement levels increased when actually ‘doing’ Geography – e.g. undertaking 

fieldwork, tapping into local knowledge, developing their skills through direction and 

guidance

• Even non-geographical trained Geography teachers can include elements of fieldwork 

when investigating topics when focusing on the human environment

• With guidance and scaffolding students of all abilities can undertaken and analyse

fieldwork, and draw meaningful conclusions

• Non-google-able assignments are possible


